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Zalmon Coley: The Second
Anglo-American in Santa Fe
ERNEST R. LILJEGREN

A year and a half after the United States took possession of Upper
Louisiana, Lieutenant Zebulon Montgomery Pike was sent up the Mississippi River to assert American sovereignty. The next year he went
west as an indication to the Spanishof the American concept of boundary limits. He and his command were captured and before returning
to the United States saw far more of the Spanish Provincias Internas
than he could have anticipated.
While in the environs of Santa Fe he talked to two men who were
the first Anglo-Americans to enter the towns of New Mexico. Of these,
James Purcell was aggressive, impulsive, and quite self-sufficient. He
was a product of the American frontier and was unlettered, if not totally
illiterate. He did, however, have a frontiersman's knowledge of practical things. He was a passing carpenter and could make gunpowder.
Above all, he was adaptable, with a knack for survival. He had entered
New Mexico from the Missouri River and the plains. Illdians had stripped
him of all that he owned, including his clothing, leaving him with
nothing but an adventurer's tale to relate. 1
Ernest R. Liljegren holds a Master of Arts degree in history and is engaged in
research. He has published articles on the Spanish Southwest.
1. Donald A. Nuttall, "The American Threat to New Mexico 1804-1822" (master's
thesis, San Diego State University, 1959), 59-62.
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Lieutenant Pike talked to him several times, but did not include
Purcell's story in his Journal. It was in his "observations" that he established James Purcell as the first Anglo-American to reach Santa Fe. 2
Zalmon Coley, the second Anglo-American to enter Santa Fe, did
find a place in Pike's Journal. Perhaps the young explorer found him
worthy of official notice because he had krown Coley as a tailor and
as a sergeant in one of the regiments that constituted the small American army along the eastern bank of the Mississippi River. 3
In contrast to Purcell, Coley was a New Englander with some
schooling. Probably his greatest asset was that he could read and write.
He had more than a passing interest in religion and does not appear
to have had a strong or aggressive personality. Above all, from birth
to death, Zalmon Coley was a victim of revolutions.
His mother, Mabel Bisby, married Nathan Coley in the Congregationalchurch of Redding, Connecticut. Their first child, a daughter,
was born in April 1772 after which the couple renewed their covenant
in the church. Zalmon was born April 9, 1775, just days before the
Battle of Lexington. 4 His father served in the local militia company
commanded by Zalmon Read. It was for Captain Read that the baby
was named. Beyond that, the name Zalmon honored one of King Dav-.
id's thirty heroes.
Redding was a tory community and Nathan Coley was discharged
from his militia company October 15, 1775. It was not until April 1777
that Zalmon's father reenlisted in the Fifth regiment of the Connecticut
Line. His unit was one that kept some presence and strength at Valley
Forge in the winter of 1777-1778.
On the first of November 1778, Coley was promoted to corporal
and then on April 1, 1780, to sergeant. During the last months of his
service, his unit was not involved in combat. That would infer that his
death on April 18, 1781, was most likely a result of illness. 5
During Nathan's service with the patriot army, the town of Redding cared for Mabel Coley and her children. At the time of his father's
death, Zalmon was just past his sixth birthday. Presumably, he was
2. Donald Jackson, The Journals of Zebulon Montgomery Pike: With Letters and Related
Documents (2 vols., Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1966), II, 59-62.
3. Ibid., 393.
4. "Index to records of the Redding Congregational Church," vol. I, pp. 97, lSI,
available on microfilm, no. 002,864, Latter Day Saints Genealogical Society, Salt Lake
City, Utah.
5. William Edgar Grumman, The Revolutionary Soldiers of Redding, Connecticut and the
Record of Their Services (Hartford, Connecticut: Hartford Press, 1904), 130.
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soon apprenticed out to a master tailor. Church and New England
custom and the apprenticeship system all dictated that he learn not
only his master's trade but also the basic skills of reading, writing, and
arithmetic.
In the early 1790s American settlers clashed with Indians and their
British supporters in the Ohio Valley. Tragic defeats of armies under
Josiah Harmer and Arthur St. Clair made it apparent that the United
States needed a professional army to guard the frontier. Calls were put
out for volunteers but there was little incentive for young men to enlist.
The federal government then set levies on the states to fill recruiting
quotas. A small bonus was offered and recruiting officers went into
towns amidst martial displays of flags, marching fife and drum corps,
and made spirited harangues. 6
Disgruntled farm boys and apprentices made likely recruits. Zalmon, about eighteen years old, restive and tired of a life of unending
boredom, joined the army and went out to the western frontier.
His skill as a tailor, together with his literacy, gained him the rank
of sergeant. As a benefit of his status he was allowed to collect a twentyfive cent fee from the soldiers for altering and repairing their uniforms.
Records presently available do not indicate whether or not Coley served
under General "Mad" Anthony Wayne or if he was present at the Battle
of Fallen Timbers.
It is known that he served on the Mississippi frontier under Captain Zebulon Pike and Lieutenant David Fero. He was also well-known
to his captain's young son, Zebulon Montgomery Pike.? It may well
be that Zalmon's obvious attachment to and dependence upon David
Fero began during their service in the United States Infantry. When
his enlistment was up, Coley left the army and a few months later, on
July 22, 1799, David Fero resigned his commission, perhaps because
of some irregularity of conduct. 8
It is not known how the former lieutenant and sergeant spent the
next months, nor how they came to the attention of Philip Nolan. As
that adventurer's activities were linked to the devious machinations
6. James Ripley Jacobs, The Beginning of the U.S. Army 1783-1812 (Princeton, New
Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1947), 71-79.
7. Service records of Captain Zebulon Pike and David Few are found in Francis B.
Heitman, Historical Register and Dictionary of the United States Army from its Organization,
September 29, 1789 to March 2, 1903 (2 vols., Washington: Government Printing Office,
1903), I, 417.
8. Zebulon Pike to Nemesio Salcedo, April 4, 1807, in Jackson, Journals of Pike, II,
171-73.
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of General James Wilkinson, it is not impossible that Coley and Fero
were also caught in the webb of that master conniver. 9
In any event, when Nolan led a party of twenty-eight out from
Walnut Hills and across the Mississippi into Spanish territory, Coley
was one of that band and Fero was designated as second-in-command.
Competition for Fero's leadership role appeared at the last minute
when young Peter Ellis Bean left his guardian's home and rode out to
join the party. 10
In January 1801, Nolan's party stopped 150 miles west of Nacogdoches where they built three small forts, not much more than stockades. Despite Nolan's stated objectives, the group stayed close to their
camp, acquired a few horses, and visited with the Comanche Indians.
One such visit ended with the Indians stealing all of the party's riding
horses. Nolan and four other Americans followed the Indians on foot
and bluffed them into returning the mounts. Nolan's choice of personnel for that foray included Robert Ashley, Joseph Reed, David Fero,
and Peter Ellis Bean. Coley was not involved. In Bean's account of that
incident, the origins of rivalry between Fero and Bean can be seen.
Four days after returning to their camp, March 21, 1801, the band
awoke to find themselves surrounded by a large Spanish force, armed
with a four-pound cannon. Some of the party surrendered, but most
of the Anglo-Americans followed Nolan's resolve to defy the Spanish
soldiers. Nolan was soon killed by a cannon ball and the command fell
upon Fero. Bean again tried to assert leadership, but did not get sufficient support. With three men wounded, falling short of gunpowder,
and trapped in a tight ravine, the greater part of the band surrendered.
They were allowed to keep their weapons and were promised a swift
9. For a brief account of Philip Nolan's activities in northern New Spain and spec. ulation as to General James Wilkinson's interest in Nolan's last trip into Texas, see Noel
M. Loomis, "Philip Nolan's entry into Texas in 1800" in John Francis McDermott, ed.,
The Spanish in the Mississippi Valley, 1762-1804 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1974),
120-32.
10. Much of the basic story of the events which concerned the experiences of Zalmon
Coley for the next ten years is found in "Memoir of Ellis P. Bean" in H. Yoakum, History
of Texas From Its First Settlement in 1685 to Its Annexation to the United States in 1846 (Austin:
Steck Company, 1935), 403-40. Using Ellis Bean's account and other sources, notably
the Bexar Archives, is the very useful Bennett Lay, The Lives of Ellis P. Bean (Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1960). High hopes were held that new material from the
Mexican archives would be found in Eduardo Enrique Rios, "El Insurgente Don Pedro
Elias Bean, 1763-1848," in Anales del Museo Nacional de Arquelogia, Historia y Etnografia,
Secretarfa de Educaci6n Publica, Epoca 5', tomo I, no. 3 (tomo 26 de la colecci6n Junio a Diciembre
de 1934). This article was difficult to find intact and proved to be conventional in its
content except for new information about Bean's early life.
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"The Capture of the Nolan Expedition, March 4, 1801," by Donald M. Yena.
From Six Flags of Texas (Waco, Texas: Texian Press, 1968). Courtesy Texian Press.

return to the United States. With Nolan dead, they expected that commitment to ·be honored. II
They reached Nacogdoches on April 3, 1801. Repatriation was
delayed a month and a half whereupon, on May 18, four of the men
escaped. That enraged the Spanish commandant, who appealed to the
governor at San Antonio. Orders arrived at the frontier post to send
the rest of the party to San Antonio in chains.
Fero now attempted to escape near the Angelina River but soon
11. "Memoir of Ellis P. Bean," 408; Pedro de Nava to Berenguer de Marquina,
Chihuahua, April 14, 1801, Archivo General de la Naci6n, Mexico, Secci6n Historia, legajo
413, folios 210-11, microfilm available at San Diego State University. Hereafter cited as
AGN Historia.
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was recaptured. Two members of the Spanish guard were accused of
failing to stop him, and they faced serious charges. 12 The whole group
was held at San Antonio for some time and then routed toward Mexico
City.
News of Nolan's death and the capture of his associates was rushed
to Viceroy Felix Berenguer de Marquina in Mexico City. "In my concept
it would be very important that the companions of Nolan come to the
capital," he declared. For a time at least, Spanish officialdom neglected
the threat posed by Americans and worried about the report that Nolan
had visited the British representative in Philadelphia and was acting
as a forerunner for a British attack upon the Spanish possessions.
However, the viceroy did seek some advice from Colonel Felix Maria
Calleja at San Luis Potosi and Comandante General of the Provincias
Internas, Pedro de Nava. 13
Nava agreed with the viceroy and further pointed out that an
indictment could be formed better at the capital city. Moreover, it was
impossible for the authorities in Texas to divert troops to conduct such
a large band to Chihuahua because of the great distance involved. 14
In the frontier towns of New Spain, even in administrative centers,
there were few if any facilities for confining prisoners. It was generally
customary to allow prisoners to have more or less the freedom of the
community during the day. At night they were required to report to
the local presidio to sleep in the barracks. It was enough that the
government was obliged to feed the prisoners, and in most places even
that was a burden on the resources of the local commandant.
On October 17, Viceroy Berenguer de Marquina sent orders to
Colonel Calleja to transport the "criminals" from Saltillo to San Luis
Potosi. Six days later Calleja relayed specific instructions to the governor of Nuevo Leon to send a trustworthy officer, a sergeant, a corporal, and twelve soldiers from the company of Punta de Lampanos to
Saltillo to take custody of the band and transport them to the fortress
of San Luis PotosL 15 Less than a week later the colonel received modified instructions that if the jail in Saltillo were secure enough to prevent
flight of the "criminals," they should be left there until further orders.
12. Index of the quaderno that forms the case against the Anglo-Americans, quaderno
no. 3, AGN Historia, 413, folio 356.
13. [Viceroy Berenguerl to Calleja, Reservada, April 18, 1801, AGN Historia 413, folio
206.
14. Pedro de Nava to Viceroy Berenguer, Chihuahua, May 12, 1801, AGN Historia
413, folio 215-17.
15. Calleja to Viceroy Berenguer, San Luis Potosi, October 23, 1801, AGN Historia
413, folio 352.

ERNEST R. LILJEGREN

269

Felix Maria Calleja and Jose Morelos, both from Baronesa de Wilson, Mexico y
sus Gobernantes de 1519 a 1910. ... (Barcelona, 1910), vol. I.

Calleja passed the responsibility of the decision to the authority of the
viceroy as he did not expect a governor some hundred leagues away
to acknowledge "the brigade of my command. "16
Because that jail was not in condition to prevent escape, Calleja
proposed to place and guard Nolan's accomplices in the barracks as
soon as they arrived. Actually, the condition of the jail at San Luis
Potosi was also so bad that the security of the prisoners could not be
guaranteed. Calleja placed them in cells in the dungeon (calavozo de
este cuartel).17

Coley, Fero, Bean, and the rest of the prisoners arrived at that
catheqralcity on December 4, 1801, at 5:00 P.M. IS During the next
fourteen months they were a constant irritation to Colonel Calleja. He
was under orders to observe the utmost security with his charges yet
could not get instructions as to what to do with them nor what department should pay the costs of keeping them. A few years later, as
a loyalist general, Calleja was known for his hatred of Anglo-Americans
and his inhumane treatment of revolutionaries. It is not likely that he
forgot Coley or the rest of Nolan's men.
The day after the prisoners arrived, Calleja wrote to the viceroy
asking for instructions and pleading the lack of funds to pay the cost
of transporting the men to San Luis Potosi and the current expense of
16. Calleja to Exma Sar, San Luis Potosi, November 13, 1801, AGN Historia 413,
folio 354.
17. Ibid.

18. Calleja to Berenguer, San Luis Potosi, December 5, 1801, AGN Historia 413,
folio 355.
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feeding them. Six months later he had not received a response. He
again wrote stating that he was under some obligation not to permit
the men to starve and had advanced one and one-half reales a day for
each of the adventurers for sustenance. 19
Bean reported that he and Charles King sought and received permission to go outside their cells to work as shoemakers in order to
earn a little money. There is no indication that Coley made any such
effort. It may be that he and others found a more passive way to
alleviate some of the worst of their privations.
In a· hurried paragraph in which he left out a critical number as
he turned a page, Calleja told the viceroy: "of the twenty Anglo-americans [page] have asked for baptism with very sincere indications of a
genuine understanding that our august religion is prescribed by the
True God and is as veritable as God Himself. The Padre chaplain Don
Joseph Mateo Brasenas taught it with great zeal and success. As soon
as it be [the baptism], and before proceeding to incorporate in the body
of our Holy Mother Church, I will give account to the superiority of
the" [end of letter].2o
It would be interesting to know how many of the adventurers took
spiritual and, most likely, physical solace from Padre Brasenas. Certainly, Coley did so.
Maintenance of the prisoners was not the only problem. An adequate statement of the charges against them had not been drawn up.
Judicial officials in the capital were even speculating as to what type
of criminals Nolan's men were; one current idea was that they were
armed highwaymen or pirates. It may be that those judicial officials
were reflecting the viceroy's early opinion when they stated that the
matter of Nolan's associates involved delicate and grievous problems. 21
No doubt those included relationships with American General Wilkinson; Nolan's close accord with Mira and Carondelet, past governors
of Spanish Louisiana; the failure of Spanish authorities to expel Nolan
from Texas and northern New Spain as urged by Governor Gayoso de
Lemos; and Pedro de Nava's having given Nolan a passport, received
thank you letters from the adventurer, and even accepted a gift from
him. 22
19. Calleja to Berenguer, no. 871, San Luis Potosi, June 1, 1802, AGN Historia 413,
folio 381.
20. Ibid.
21. Borbon to EI Fiscal de Rl Ham, Mexico, February 3, 1803, AGN Historia 413, folio
393.
22. Letter of Nolan to His Excellency the Comandant General, San Antonio de Bejar,
November 29, 1797, in English and in Spanish translation. Nolan thanked him for fa-
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Brigadier Nemesio Salcedo y Salcedo came from Spain in 1802 to
begin a long and successful term as Comandante General of the Provincias
Internas of the West. 23 It can be presumed that he brought instructions
with him to settle the problem of the American criminals. In any event,
Salcedo had no connections with Nolan and could act in a manner that
would not embarrass previous officials. Late in 1802 he instructed Colonel Calleja to return the prisoners to Saltillo on a schedule to assure
their arrival on December 20 or 21. 24 That arrangement had to be cancelled, but the prisoners did leave San Luis Potosi on January 31, 1803.
They were under strict guard and shackled while they made the twoweek-long trip to Saltillo. "In Saltillo Nolan's companions were delivered to troops from the Comandancia General under command of the
lieutenant of the presidial company of Moncloba, D. Casimiro Baldez
on the 13th of February. "25 They then began the long trek to Chihuahua
to face Comandante General Nemesio Salcedo. They were much more
comfortable in that latter part of their journey. Lieutenant Baldez relieved them of their shackles and allowed them considerable freedom.
In the villages they passed, the local people, most of them Indians or
mixed bloods, treated them well, often giving them food, clothing, and
even money. 26
At Chihuahua, General Salcedo granted each prisoner a daily living allowance of two reales. He then assigned them to various communities where they enjoyed a certain amount of daytime freedom.
At night they were required to report to the local presidio. Jonah Waters
ingratiated himself with the Spanish authorities and was considered
to be an informer. Thomas House set himself up as a blacksmith in the
cilitating his commission. He sent Nava a special gun together with instructions for
loading it. AGN Historia 413, folio 83. Long after Nava left the Comandancia, his successor
was ordered to uncover the correspondence proving Nava's involvement with Philip
Nolan. Salcedo to Iturrigaray, Chihuahua, October 6, 1804, AGN Historia 413, folio 443.
23. Nemesio Salcedo y Salcedo was one of the more competent Spanish officials in
New Spain. He is worthy of an extended biography. For an account of his life and work
in the Provincias Internas, see Luis Navarro Garcia, Las Provincias Internas en el Siglo XIX
(Seville: Escuela de Estudios Hispano-Americanos, 1965), 1-76.
24. Salcedo to Berenguer, Chihuahua, November 11, 1802, AGN Historia 413, folio
386.
.
25. Calleja to Viceroy don Jose de Yturrigaray, San Luis Potosi, April 29, 1803, AGN
Historia 413', folio 410-11. Calleja pressed claim for expenses for maintaining and transporting Nolan's men for 421 days' aid at 1112 reales per day, 1563 pesos, 3 reales. Of that
amount Coley, Fero, and Bean each accounted for 78 pesos, 7 reales, 6 granos. In addition,
there was the cost of transportation from Saltillo, 207 pesos, 3 reales, and for return to
Saltillo, 162 pesos, 4 reales. AGN Historia 413, folio 403-04.
26. "Memoir uf Ellis P. Bean," 408, 409.
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larger city. The enterprising Bean proclaimed himself a hat maker, hired
local talent, and soon was doing a thriving and profitable business. 27
Sergeant Coley and Lieutenant Fero were assigned to the presidio
at San Carlos, twenty miles south of Chihuahua. Salcedo's daily allowance of two reales was enough to provide food for each man but not
enough for clothing or other necessities. No doubt Coley did some
tailoring, but there is no direct evidence that he did.
Coley and Fero soon made plans to escape. Although Bean was
in the small town with them for some time, they did not confide in
him. Bean's success in business and his ability to make .friends among
the local people widened the rift that had grown between him and
Fero.
A connecting link, however, was Thomas House in Chihuahua.
He also was collecting needed supplies for a long and difficult trek
back to the United States and planned to leave with Coley and Fero.
As a fellow Tennessean, he considered himself especially close to Bean
and begged Coley and Fero to include the younger man in the fugitive
party. 28
Those plans were set aside when, late in 1803, General Salcedo
determined to try the Americans. He received direct orders from the
King that the "referred to criminals should be judged, sentenced and
punished in the Comandancia General of the Provincias Internas."29
In January 1804, Salcedo assigned the responsibility of the trial to
Judge don Pedro Galindo de Navarro. To the gratification of the accused
and the chagrin of the general, don Pedro dismissed the charges and
recommended that the men be released. It is apparent, however,that
a guilty verdict was required, and that Salcedo had been so instructed
before he left Spain. Salcedo had no choice but to suspend the judgment
and appeal the verdict back to Spain.
Disappointed and aware that they faced another long period of
confinement and indecision, Coley and Fero renewed their correspondence with House and almost completed. their preparatIons. They still
had not confided in Bean, although they must have recognized that
he would be a valuable partner in such a difficult undertaking.
Their plans involved considerable indiscreet correspondence be~
tween San Carlos and Chihuahua. Several letters passed between Coley,
27. Ibid.

28. Lay, Lives of Bean, 30-35.
29. Caballero to Viceroy of New Spain, San Ildefonso, September 11, 1803, copy
certified at Mexico City, December 20, 1803, AGN Historia 413, folio 401.
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Fero, and House. House was also in correspondence with Bean. With
only the day of departure to be decided, Bean wrote to House on April
9 that he was ready to leave. That letter fell into the hands of Jonah
Waters, who carried it to the Spanish authorities. Bean was arrested
and locked in a cell. He had cached his equipment and supplies so that
they were not found, and he protested that House had not received
his letter and, therefore, could not know about any plans to escape.
Coley and Fero did not fare so well. They had foolishly kept House's
letters, and they were discovered by the Spaniards. Their guilt was
inescapable. 30 Although the four were imprisoned for a time, they were
soon back in the community. Friends among the locals suggested that
they join the state church and choose wives in the province. Coley,
House, and Bean were baptized in the Roman Catholic Church, but
Fero did not take that step for several years.
It would appear that Coley, at least, was sincere in his acceptance
of the faith of his captors. Thereafter, he is recorded in Spanish papers
as Nicolas Coley. Nicolas was his baptismal name.
In the summer of 1806 Coley was sent north to New Mexico. Most
likely the move was initiated by General Salcedo to reduce the chance
of another escape conspiracy. Probably more important was that Santa
Fe needed a tailor. In any event, it is unlikely that Coley had requested
the move.
It was a long, dusty, and even dangerous journey from Chihuahua
north to New Mexico. The caravan with which Coley traveled arrived
at the presidio San Eleceario by the last day of August.
On the 31st of that month, don Joseph Manrriquez, commandant
of that post, informed don Joaquin Alencaster, governor of New Mexico, that a party conducted by Sergeant Miguel Portillo was being sent
to Santa Fe. That group consisted of five men whom the comandante
general had ordered returned to New Mexico together with nine horses.
Manrriquez was supplying sustenance at the rate of three reales to
each of the five men "as well as to the Anglo-american who has joined
with this party."31
On that same day, James Purcell was at the presidio in EI Paso.
He was working his way south to Chihuahua to plead his desire to
30. Much of this interesting correspondence is in the Bexar Archives. However, it
is readily available in Lay, Lives of Bean, 31-35.
31. Manrrique to Alencaster, San Eleceario, August 31, 1806, Spanish Archives of
New Mexico, no. 2008, microfilm roll 16, frame 216, State Records Center and Archives,
Santa Fe, New Mexico (hereinafter cited as SANM).
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leave New Mexico and return to the United States. 32 Most surely, somewhere along that twenty-mile stretch of arid royal road, the first and
the second Anglo-American to enter Santa Fe crossed paths.
When Purcell came to New Mexico, Comandante General Salcedo
decreed that he was not entitled to the daily allowance that was given
to the Nolan men. The difference was, the general explained, that
Purcell had entered His Majesty's domain of his own volition. Therefore he had to work and earn his own sustenance. Coley, on the other
hand, was a prisoner of the King and, as such, had to be fed at the
King's expense. 33
Upon arriving at Santa Fe, Coley presented his passport to Governor Alencaster and requested that the two-real allowance that he had
enjoyed in Nueva Viscaya be continued. Alencaster replied that he had
no authority to make that expenditure unless it was approved by the
comandante general. 34 There is no evidence that Salcedo ever sent his
approval.
Purcell had been set up as a carpenter but had to pay for the tools
he needed. Coley, on the other hand, may have brought material and
tailoring equipment with him from Chihuahua. There is little doubt
that he also was expected to repay the cost of getting established as
well as providing his own living. For the next year he acted as the
official tailor for the garrison of Santa Fe. Considering the shortage of
artisans, there is little doubt that his services were in demand by the
general public as well.
On October 1, 1806, he posted an announcement addressed to: 35

Campania del Santa Fe de Nuevo Mexico
Contract which the American master tailor Nicolas Cole makes
with the individuals of the expressed company as to the prices
which he must make and charge for each one of the following
articles of clothing.
A lined cloak
An unlined cloak
A cloth waistcoat

pesos

reales

1
1
1

2
0
4

32. Ysidro Rey to Alencaster, El Paso, August 31, 1806, SANM, 2009, roll 16, frame
217.
33. Salcedo to Alencaster, Chihuahua, November 14, 1805, Archivo de la Biblioteca,
Secci6n de Varios Asuntos, legajo 1787-1807, expediente 15, folio 13.
34. J. R. A. [Alencaster] to Com d Crt de Provincias Internas Santa Fe, October 8, 1806,
SANM no. 2022, roll 16, frame 255-56.
35. SANM document 2020, roll 16, frame 248.
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Plaza de Armas, San Luis PotosI, 1810. From Manual Muro, Historia de San Luis
Potosi (San Luis Potosi, 1910).

A frieze waistcoat
A baize jacket
Pair cloth breeches
Pair frieze breeches
Pair chamois breeches
A cloth jerkin
A frieze jerkin
A chamois jerkin
A baize jerkin

1.
1
1
1
1

o
o
o
o

6
2
1
2
4

5
6
6
4

Within six months Coley was well established in his profession
but hardly reconciled to his fate. He did not have the adaptability, the
enterprise, or the knack of making friends so characteristic of his compatriots Purcell and Bean. In his journal entry for Wednesday, March
4, 1807, Lieutenant Pike recorded "as I was leaving the public square,
poor Colly, the American prisoner, came up with tears in his eyes, and
expressed his hope I would not forget him when I arrived in the United
States."36
36. Jackson, Journals of Pike, I, 396.
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Soon two men whom Pike had left in the mountains were brought
to Santa Fe. One of them told of a large American force that was poised
to rescue Pike and his party. Coley was called in to hear that statement
and to verify the translation. Governor Alencaster informed Salcedo
of that development and also commented on the reaction of the people
of New Mexico to the American intruders: "With due concern it appears
to me necessary to inform you of an unhappy observation that I have
made especially since the arrival of Pike. The inhabitants of this province have received with extreme kindness and hospitality, the inhabitants of Louisiana that have come as well as the Anglo-americans, the
first the soldier Basquez and also the tailor Nicolas Colee, American."3?
The governor observed how ambitious and hard-working the
Americans were and how they imposed themselves upon the inhabitants. He worried about the tolerance of the people toward the Americans, noting "that the talk of the town is that the Anglo-americans
will come and of the ease with which they will become masters of this
province."
He was disturbed that the citizens of the province showed no
animosity nor any disposition to expend their lives in defense of their
homes. Alencaster admitted that he had hard work ahead to avoid
"lamentable results."38
Lieutenant Pike was escorted down through EI Paso, San Eleceario,
and on across the barren wastes to Chihuahua. But before he was
finally allowed to set out toward Texas and Louisiana, he had a visitor.
Fero slipped out of San Carlos and traveled twenty miles to see his old
comrade-in-arms.
Pike gave him some money and promised him that he would do
what he could to try to help him and the other Nolan men. He wrote
a formal letter to Nemesio Salcedo asking for relief for the men, and
especially Fero. Pike did not mention. Coley or any other Americans
by name. He asked permission to carry out letters from the prisoners
to their families. Salcedo assured Pike that the prisoners could send
messages, but he would not allow any written material sent out. 39 (The
37. Alencaster to Comandante General no. 396, Santa Fe, April 15, 1807, Archivo de
la BiblioUca, Seccion de Varios Asuntos, legajo 1787-1807, cuaderno 16, folio 33. This document
is also translated in Noel Loomis and Abraham P. Nasatir, Pedro Vial and the Roads to
Santa Fe (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1967), 244 and in Jackson, Journals of
Pike, II, 199-200.
38. Ibid.
39. Pike to Nemesio Salcedo, Chihuahua, April 14, 1807, printed in Jackson, Journals
of Pike, II, 171-73, 257-58.

ERNEST R. LILJEGREN

277

general had appealed the case to Spain, and had no choice but to await
the royal decision.)
The explorer and some of his men were back in Louisiana by July.
To inform friends and families of the status of Nolan's men, he published an account in the Natchez Herald on August 18, 1807. "Solomon
Cooley, of the state of Connecticut, a taylor by profession, carries on
his business in the town of St. Affee, which is his limits," he stated.
"David Fero, from near Albany, state of New York has been alternately
in irons, the guard-house, limits of the fort or procedie [sic]-is now
confined to the limits of a fort called Cayonne eight leagues distant
from Chihuahua-in bad health. "40
A few weeks after the Herald carried Pike's report, the irrepressible
Bean contriv.ed a new escape plan. He "asked leave of the general to
let me go to New Mexico. I thought if I could get there, I could make
my escape with the Camanche Indians by way of Illinois. My request
was granted and I started." It may have been that after getting Salcedo's
permission, Bean dallied in Chihuahua. Instructions to return Coley
to the capital must have gone to Santa Fe at least two weeks before
Bean left his companions and started northward. Salcedo soon discovered the error and "Four days after I set out:' Bean remembered,
"an express was sent after me, and I was brought back and put in
irons."41
Bean tells that the day after he was confined, his friends began to
come in to be similarly shackled and all kept in the same barracks room.
None had a notion as to why they were brought together and confined,
except that some did speculate that Bean's trip toward New Mexico
was somehow to blame. After they were all assembled, the seriousness
of their situation became apparent when priests came in urging them
to confess their sins.
On November 9, after a period of fearful speculation, they learned
that the royal disposition of their case had been received. Of those
who had fired upon His Majesty's soldiers, one in every five must be
executed. As one had died during the year, their number was reduced
to nine, and the Spanish adjutant inspector ruled that only one man
need die.
The fateful decision as to who would be sacrificed was made by
throwing dice onto the head of a drum. Whoever cast the lowest combination was to be executed. It was agreed that each would throw in
order of seniority. The oldest was blind-folded and given a glass with
40. Ibid., 256-57.
41. "Memoir of Ellis P. Bean," 413.
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two dice. He threw an unlucky four. Coley threw an eleven and Fero
a safe eight. Bean had a narrow escape when he "gained the prize of
my life, for I threw five. My poor companion who threw four, was led
away from us, surrounded by the clergy to be executed the next day."42
The eight remaining adventurers were taken out to the Plaza de los
Urangos to witness the execution. They were then returned to prison
and in a few days learned that some of them were to be transported.
"The next day the governor came and told us that I and four of my
companions were to be sent to the south sea, to a place called Acapulco,
and that we had first to go to Mexico."43
It would not be consistent with Coley's personality to expect that
he would ask to be sent back to Santa Fe to resume his contract as the
presidio tailor. On the other hand, the Burr conspiracy, the Ashley
activities, threats of further filibustering expeditions from the United
States, and increasing unrest among the lower classes in New Spain
constrained Salcedo to keep the Nolan men as far from the Louisiana
border as possible. Undoubtedly, Alencaster's letter concerning the
reaction of the local people in New Mexico to Anglo-Americans, and
specifically to Coley, greatly influenced Salcedo's decision to send the
tailor to Acapulco.
"The next morning horses were brought, and we started with a
guard of twenty-five men, to guard five poor Americans, with two
pairs of irons on each. The rest of our companions were set at liberty.
Our journey to Mexico was nine hundred miles from Chihuahua. The
officer commanding our guard favored us in giving us easy going
horses. The people at every town through which we passed, would
flock to see us, for they had never before seen an American so far in
the interior. Of those that came to see us, some gave us money, and
others sent us provisions."44
It is highly improbable that the adventurers had a personal guard
of that strength. It was, however, customary that a fairly strong armed
42. This account is from "Memoir of Ellis P. Bean," 415. Lay, Lives of Bean, has similar
information from Spanish sources. See also J. A. Quintero, "Philip Nolan and His Companions, From Old Spanish Records in the Archives of Mexico," originally published in
W. Richardson, Texas Almanac for 1868 With Federal and State Statistics; Historical Descriptive
and Biographical Sketches, Etc., Relating to Texas (Galveston, Texas: W. Richardson & Company, 1867), 60-64, reprinted in Malcolm D. McLean, Papers Concerning Robertson's Colony
in Texas, 1788-1822 (9 vols., Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1974), I, 2335.
43. Bean, Coley, Fero, Danlin. Who was the fourth companion? Probably Luciano
Garcia. However, if it were Garcia, he was with Bean in an attempt to escape. He was
wounded and died of his injuries. Later, Bean again speaks of his four companions.
44. "Memoir of Ellis P. Bean," 415.
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guard was assigned to defend an official caravan. Mid-November was
the time that the large annual caravan from Santa Fe continued from
Chihuahua on to the Valle de Bartolome. The caravan's schedule was
arranged so it could arrive at the town in time to participate in the
annual fair, December 18-23. 45 It is most likely that Salcedo attached
the five Americans to the caravan that was leaving Chihuahua at that
opportune time. The caravan's progress toward Mexico City was slowed
by many diversions. First there was the fair. Then cargo had to be
unloaded and different goods loaded at Parral, Santa Barbara, and
Durango. Frequent stops were made to rest horses, mules, and men.
Coley and his companions spent a long time on the road. Finally the
party came within sight of the capital. They were not permitted, however, to enter the city. Instead, they were confined for two weeks in a
stockade, awaiting transportation down the gorge to the southern port
of Acapulco. 46
Coley, Fero, and William Danlin were treated as normal prisoners
at the fortress of San Diego at Acapulco. They were allowed periods
of exercise out in the sunshine. Bean, on the other hand, was confined
in a narrow cell with only a white lizard for company. Twice he was
able to escape which finally spurred the viceroy to order that he be
sent to Manila on the next boat. It is probable that originally all of the
party had been scheduled to be sent to. the Isle of San Fernandez in
ChileY The beginnings of revolution in that province made such a
transfer too risky. It probably was during their stay in prison at Aca, pulco that Coley's ties to Fero were weakened. That was also the period
when Fero established a friendship with Captain Mariano Tavares.
In the fall of 1810, Curate Jose Maria Morelos y Pavon associated
himself with the cura Miguel Hidalgo in the Mexican revolution. When
he offered his services, Hidalgo asked him to capture the port of Acapulco so that it could be used to receive supplies from the United States.
With a small company, Morelos met with initial success. Neither the
Spanish army nor the loyalist militia was in condition to enter a campaign. Looking for men with some knowledge of fighting, the governor
of the fortress offered the Americans their freedom if they would enlist
in the royal service. Coley, Fero, and Danlin agreed to serve in artillery
45, Max L. Moorhead, New Mexico's Royal Road: Trade and Travel on the Chihuahua
Trail (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1958), 43.
46, "Memoir of Ellis P. Bean," 417.
47. It would not have been inconsistent with official action if Salcedo had used a
royal dictum of fifty years earlier to send intruders to that island or to Valdivia, Herbert
Eugene Bolton, "Spanish Activities on Lower Trinity River 1746-1771," Southwest Historical Quarterly, 16 (April 1913), 348-49.
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Schedule of prices for clothing for the Santa Fe Company, October 1, 1806.
Courtesy New Mexico State Records Center and Archives.

units. Bean, in his solitary cell, heard the noise of drilling and training.
When he inquired about the disturbance, he was offered a similar
opportunity.48
A royalist force of 200 regulars, 400 militiamen, and the prisoners
from the castillo were gathered at a site known as Tres Palos. Colonel
don Francisco Paris was in command with the objective of destroying
Morela's irregular army. Paris decided to wait another day or so for
reinforcements.
With the connivance of Morelos sympathizers in Paris' command,
Morelos' men fell on the royalists at night and routed them completely.
Only Colonel Paris and a few regulars escaped capture. Morelos fell
heir to a valuable supply of guns, ammunition, equipment, food, and
money.49
48. "Memoir of Ellis P. Bean," 433.
49. There are several accounts in Mexican historical writings of this critical en-

ERNEST R. LILJEGREN

281

In later years, Bean claimed credit for engineering that coup. Morelos favored Bean and trusted him. He valued the young American's
abilities and services and always refered to him as "Elias." He even
trusted him with the command of half of his troops in an effort to
capture the fortress at Acapulco. Morelos did not credit Bean, however,
with the victory at Tres Palos. Instead, he attributed that success to the
efforts of Captain Mariano Tavayes and an Italian named d. Juan Paw. 50
During the balance of the year 1811, the Nolan men were with
Morelos in various campaigns and activities. Bean was wounded in
one engagement, but by the end of the year was settled into manufacturing and repairing military equipment for Morelos' army. Local
saltpeter and sulphur were available. Using those raw ingredients,
Bean enlisted the soldiers' womenfolk to use their metates to grind and
mix the materials to produce gunpowder. 51 Danlin, the youngest of the
Nolan men, was closely associated with Bean. Coley seems to have
been used to direct the preparation of trenches and the placement of
guns. He was given the rank of lieutenant with pay of four reales per
day. Considering the shortage of literate officer material, this does not
speak well of Coley's initiative, energy, enthusiasm, or perceived ability.
By the fact that Fero and Tavayes had held commissions in established armies, they could not be pushed aside to do menial overseer's
work. Instead, Morelos sent them on the road to the United States.
He had confidential knowledge of the capture and death of Hidalgo
but was hopeful of getting help from the North Americans. He authorized the two officers to offer Texas in exchange for American participation. 52
gagement. They all seem, however, to stern from personal contemporary investigations
made by Carlos Maria Bustamente and published in his Cuadro Historico de la Revolucion
Mexicana lniciada el 15 de Septiembre de 1810 por el C. Miguel Hidalgo y Castillo Cura del
Pueblo de Dolores en el Obispado de Michoacan (3 vols., Mexico City: Comision Nacional
para la celebraci6n del sesquecentenario de la proclamaci6n de la Independencia nacional,
1961), I, part 2, pp. 339-41.
50. "Historia Militar del General Don Jose Marfa Morelos Sacado en 10 Conducaente a Ella
de Sus Declaraciones Recibidas de Orden del Virey de Mexico, Cuando Estuvo Arrestado en la
Ciudadela de Esta Capital" (Mexico City, 1825), facsimile in Carlos Maria Bustamente, Tres
Estudios Sobre Don Jose Maria Morelos y Pavon (Mexico City: Biblioteca Nacional de Mexico,
1963), 7-8 (88-89).
51. Bustamente, Cuadro Historico de la Revolucion Mexicana, I, 345.
52. "Ya no estamos en aquel estado de afliccion, como cuando comisiono para los Estados
Unidos el Ingles David con Tavares, en cuyo apuro les cedia la Provincia de Tejas. Ya estamos en
predicamente firme," Morelos to Ayala, February 17, 1813, document no. 239 in J. E.
Hernandez y Davalos, comp., Coleccion de Documentos Para la Historia de la Guerra de
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A short distance out on the road, at the Pueblo de la Piedad, they
encountered Ignacio Lopez Rayon, who informed them of the fate of
Hidalgo and Allende. Acting as an insurgent chief of staff, Rayon conferred upon Tavayes the rank of brigadier and upon Fero that of colonel.
He then sent them back to report to Morelos, who, not wishing to
encourage Rayon's pretensions to military authority, refused to approve the appointments. Disappointed and resentful, the two rejected
officers asked permission to go to Chilpanzingo to arrange some personal matters. From there, they went to the coast to join up with various
disaffected groups and to assume leadership in a "counter revolution."
Trusted leaders in Morelos' command soon became aware of the
rift. It was Fero's Anglo-American competitor, Bean and his friend
Danlin who denounced these activities to Morelos. Bean had served
the cura well and enthusiastically and presently was in charge of military stores. When Bean reported that he had been prevailed upon to
divert the supplies with which he was entrusted, Morelos took one
hundred dependable troops and went down to the coast. His presence
stopped the movement, and while he ordered several executions he
took Tavayes and Fero back to Chilapa, implying that he would give
them commands at Oaxaca.
As the counterrevolution had many sympathizers and Fero and
Tavayes had friends in the revolutionary army, Morelos thought it
unwise to execute them publicly. Instead, he commissioned the deed
to Leonardo Bravo. Fero was prepared for death. He finally accepted
the teachings of the Roman Church, was baptized, and given the last
rites. 53 He was quietly executed by the thrust of a knife into his throat.
Thus ended the competition between Bean and Fero.
Zalmon Nicolas Coley was now isolated, not only from his companions, but from English-speaking people in general. There is no
indication, furthermore, that Coley had access to cura Morelos nor that
he had a more important responsibiity than being an overseer of the
construction of entrenchments and the preparation of gun emplacements. After taking part in the battles of Tasco and Tenenzingo, he
seems to have been in the vanguard of Morelos' occupation of Cuautla
early in 1812. 54 He took part in the action which repelled General Felix
Calleja's confident army.
lndependeneia de Mexico de 1808 a 1821 (6 vols., Mexico City: J. M. Sandoval, 1880), IV,
859.
53. This story is best told by Bustamente in Cuadro His/orieo de la Revoluei6n Mexieana •
.I, 348.
54. There is a good description of the town and environs of Cuautla written by
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Coley knew of the death of Fero and undoubtedly had heard of
Bean's denunciation of his fellow American. Certainly, he must have
been tired, friendless, and discouraged while isolated on the north
flank of the revolutionary army.
Early in March General Calleja determined that he could gain Cuautla
only through a siege. On March 10, 1812, his men completed a redoubt
near the Calvaria chapel: On that same day, gunners took their places
on the parapet and began firing cannon rounds into Morelos' positions. 55
The next morning Coley, with a few natives, went outside the
insurgent trenches "to cut cane for two horses that he had." Near the
chapel of el Calvaria he was captured by three loyalist dragoons.
The commandant of the captors filed a written charge that Coley
had sallied forth with insurgents to attack his command and that Coley
was firing his gun. The American insisted that he was only seeking
forage and that while he carried a gun, he did not fire it.
Coley was identified by a loyalist artilleryman, Francisco Lastra,
who recalled that he had first seen Coley and others as prisoners in
the Castillo de Acapulco. Months later he learned that this "Yngles" as
well as the others had been released so that they could serve as artillerists. He also knew that they were encamped one night when the
insurgents fell upon them and made them prisoners. And he knew
that the "English" were employed by the revolutionists to layout entrenchments and place some cannon on them and that they were dedicated to making powder and cannons at Tecpam. 56
News of Coley's capture was relayed quickly to General Calleja.
He showed his special interest by assigning Lieutenant of Grenadiers
don Francisco Nava to interrogate the captive the same day. There can
be little doubt that Calleja remembered Coley and his companions as
troublesome criminals. To an official of his mind, Coley was an enemy
of the King who had been reprieved by the generosity of His Majesty
and the grace of God. At Acapulco, Coley again had enjoyed the bounty
of the royal mercy when he was offered freedom to enter the royal
army. Calleja's hatred for Anglo-Americans was well known, especially
after he executed Simon Fletcher, an artillery officer who had served
General Calleja and translated in Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Mexico (6 vols., San
Francisco: A. L. Bancroft and Company, 1883-1888), IV, 361. A map of Cuautla with a
detailed key to locations is in BU5tamente, Cuadra HistOrico. See also Calleja to Viceroy,
Campo de Cuahutlixco, February 19, a las cinco de la tarde, in Fernandez y Davalos, Colecci6n
de Documentos, IV, 35.
55. Bancroft, History of Mexico, IV, 366-67.
56. Statement of Artilleryman Lastra in Garcia, Documentos Historicos Mexicanos, 364.
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with Hidalgo's army at the battle of Calderon. 57 Certainly Coley knew
that he could expect no mercy from Generai Calleja.
When asked about rebel defenses, entrenchments, guns, the number of men in Morelos' command, and what arms they had, Coley
supplied a great deal of information. Most of.it, however, could be
observed by the royalists and some of it had been tested already. Coley
seems to have portrayed the rebel positions as having greater uniform
strength than they really had. 58
The royalist command was anxious to know how the cannonading
of the previous night had affected the rebel soldiers. Coley was asked
about the continuous surges of cries and shouts that they could hear
when a bomb or grenade landed in the pueblo. Coley told them that
the Negro soldiers were kept half drunk and that Morelos wanted them
to greet each missive with leaps and cheers, jumps and cries, all in
unison in order to keep up morale.
When asked who were Morelos' senior commanders, Coley mentioned Galeano, the two Bravos, the Padre Matamoros, two friars of
the Diegan order, and others whom he did not know.
It was to Calleja's credit that he admired the defense set up by
Morelos' army. Unable to believe that a simple cura could direct such
an operation, he was anxious to know who was directing Morelos'
activities. Coley could not answer that question and hazarded that it
appeared to be someone in Chilpanzingo.
He pled that he did not know about the plans of the rebel command. He did quote Galeano, however, as telling the Negro troops,
"drink boys, we will die happy, that if within three or four days, the
57. Carlos Marfa Bustamente, Campanas del General d. Felix Maria Calleja Comandante
en Gefe del Ejercito Real de Operaciones, Llamado del Centro (Mexico City: Impresas del Aguila,
1928), 104. "Era tal el deseo de Calleja de fusilar a alguno de los de aquella naci6n que andaban
fomentado la revolucian," Lucas Aleman, Historia de Mejico (5 vols., editorial jus, Mexico
City, 1942), II, 154-55.
58. Nicolas Coley's interrogation and indictment is available in two printed sources.
The original is entitled "Sumaria instruida contra el Norte-americano Nicolas Coley par haber
sido teniente de las tropas insurgentes. 11-15 Marzo de 1812," signed and rubricated by
Nicolas Coley, printed in Genaro Garda, ed., Documentos Hist6ricos Mexicanos: Obra Conmemorativa del Primer Centenario de la Independencia de Mexico, 7 vols. (Mexico City: Museo
Nacional de Arquelogia, Historia yetnologfa, 1910,359-63. A statement identifying Coley
is given on p. 364. Calleja's sentence of death dated March 14 is on p. 364-65 and
verification of Coley's execution is certified, p, 365.
A copy certified by Calleja is "Aprehension e Interrogatorio del Norte Americano Nicolas
Coley" printed in Luis Castillo Led6n, ed., Morelos Documentos Int?ditos y Pocos Conocidos;
Coleccian de Documentos del Museo de Arquelogia Historia y Etnografia (Mexico City: Publicaciones de la Secretaria de Educacian Publica, 1927), 301-09.
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reinforcements we are expecting do not come, we will go out by way
of the Calvaria y al que Ie taco, Ie taco."
Finally, he was asked why he, with his companions, handed' over
Paris' division after having been released from prison and given places
in the royalist army. Coley probably was quite truthful when he disavowed taking part in the arrangements for that surrender. He placed
the blame on Tavayes and Fero and denied any sympathy for the
revolutionary party. When asked why he continued with that party
for more than a year, he gave a rather pointless answer, claiming that
he had deluded Morelos with ideas that more than fifty thousand
Anglo-Americans, headed by Hidalgo and Allende, had entered Mexico.
A signed copy of the interrogation with his "confession" was sent
immediately to Calleja. Three days later the general issued orders for
Coley's execution. Coley's confession that he had acted as a lieutenant
with the insurgents for over a year condemned him to be shot. 59
In a letter to the viceroy, Calleja quoted Coley as saying that two
relief columns were expected in Cuautla and that if they did not arrive
59. Death sentence signed by Calleja, Campo de Cuautla, March 14, 1812, in Garcia,
ed., Documentos Hist6ricos Mexicanos, VI, 364-65.
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in three or four days Morelos planned to flee the town. 60 On the day
that he signed Coley's death warrant, Calleja again wrote to Viceroy
Venegas: "The Anglo apprehended in the sally of which I informed
you is now being prepared to be executed tomorrow. He assures me
that of his nation there remains among the insurgents only another
named Antonio who serves as medic to Morelos, and is not occupied
with any other matter and declares that his two companions, now dead,
handed over the division of Paris or contributed to his defeat."61
Zalmon Nicolas Coley died before a firing squad the next day,
March 15, 1812. He was comforted with the last rites. 62
General Calleja gained some immediate satisfaction from the information that Coley gave in his interrogation. None of it was of any
real value to the loyalist forces. Morelos did not evacuate Cuautla until
later when Calleja and the viceroy were on the verge of lifting the
siege.
Coley truthfully told that there were no Anglo-Americans with
Morelos in Cuautla except a crippled man who served as the leader's
personal doctor. Coley did not confess that Bean and Danlin were at
Chilpanzingo or some other pueblo busily producing arms and gunpowder for the revolutionary army. Bean eluded Calleja and survived
to return to the United States. Fero died at the hands of the revolutionists and Nolan's scout, Luciano Garcia, died trying to escape from
Acapulco.
So ended the life of Zalmon Coley, the second Anglo-American in
Santa Fe. When he perished at age thirty-six he was, as he had been
as a child, the ill-fated victim of revolution. 63

60. Calleja to Viceroy Venegas, Campo Sobre CuautIa, March 12, 1812, a las dos de la
tarde, in Led6n, ed., Morelos Documentos Ineditos y Poco Comocidos, 1, 309.
61. Calleja to Venegas, Campo sobre Cuautla, March 15, 1812, in ibid., 311.
62. Verification signed by Antonio Padilla, 15 of said month [March], in Garcia,
Documentos Hist6ricos Mexicanos, VI, 365.
63. There is a sixteen-line biography of Zalmon Coley in Jose Maria Miguel i Verges,
Diccionario de Insurgentes (Mexico City: Editorial Pomia, 1969), 139.

